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Blatant and 
invisible 
colonialism
• Blatant Colonialism mutilates you without 

pretense; it forbids you to talk, it forbids you 
to act, it forbids you to exist.  Invisible 
colonialism, however, convinces you that 
serfdom is your destiny and impotence is 
your nature; it convinces you that it is not 
possible to speak, not possible to act, not 
possible to exist.”

Eduardo Galeano, The Book of the Embraces, 
1989



Manifestations of 
colonialism

• Dichotomizes (savage/civilized)
• Dehumanizes 
• Normalize/legitimizes 

discrimination
• Imposes language 
• Engrains discriminatory 

relationships
• Disables resistance/rebuilding
• Deletes resisters from historical 

narrative





Words Matter: Humanizing the Injustice

First Nations children are over 
represented in the child welfare 
system

Between 1989-2017, First Nations 
children spent over 78 million 
nights away from their families



So much child welfare reform and so little change

Root Causes Colonialism and lack of substantive equality for First Nations in public services on and off reserve

Most Child 
Welfare 
reform 
measures 
focused here 
versus on the 
causes

Locus of Control Services: Fed/Prov. Funding and community delivery       Family chooses to accept help if it is available

Child welfare system implements child welfare legislation 
very limited control over structural risks 

Statutory Definitions of Child Neglect: parent unable or unwilling to provide necessities of life – 
Codifies structural risks as parental failure

First Nations Children 17.2 times more likely to be placed in child welfare care
72% of all First Nations Children in Care are off reserve

Child Welfare reform often codifies government 
lack of attention to structural risks as child welfare failures

Structural 
Drivers

Mental Health, Addictions, Domestic Violence, Poverty, Poor Housing



www.paho.org



UNICEF: State of the 
World’s Children

• Three Mega Trends

• Demographic Transitions

• Climate and Environmental Crisis

• Frontier Technologies



Kids Rights 
Index

• KidsRightsIndex.org)
• Canada: 66th in the world

• Child Rights Environment (i.e.: legislation, gov’t 
budgets): 140th in the world



What is the CHRT 
case about?

Stop Canada’s discrimination against First 
Nations children, youth and families now 
and forever in:

First Nations Child and Family Services

Jordan’s Principle



Jordan’s Principle 

• Named after Jordan River Anderson

• Sacred and legal principle

• Access the education, health, and 
social services supports First 
Nations children on and off reserve 
need when they need them

• Need: professional note and 
guardian’s consent

• Call 1-888-JP-CHILD 24 hours a day



https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1146043134930853888


Learn more here.  

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144821690624434176
https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144821995227377665
https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle


Working Together: 
Since 2016

• Over 7 Million Jordan’s Principle 
services, products and supports

• Over $20 Billion in new supports 
in child, youth and family services 

• $23.4 Billion in compensation for 
victims of Canada’s Discrimination



2020 CHRT 36: Jordan’s Principle off 
reserve
• Affirms that non status First Nations children 

resident off reserve who are recognized by their First 
Nations are eligible for federally funded Jordan’s 
Principle services, products and supports;

• This recognition is ONLY for the purposes of Jordan’s 
Principle

• Orders Canada to provide funding to First Nations or 
First Nations organizations authorized by the First 
Nation to develop and implement a recognition 
process;

• Canada appealed 2020 CHRT 36 and the Federal Court 
dismissed the appeal. Canada did not appeal to the 
Federal Court of Appeal so the order stands. 



Jordan’s Principle Request Types

Individual Group



Analysis of ISC 
Jordan’s Principle 
data (IFSD, 2022):

• Requests increased 625% between 2017 and 
2021

• 50% increase between 2019-20

• Only 10% of that increase due to COVID

• Over 50% of requests were for under 5K -
majority between $100-999

• Significant Regional Variation – Alberta has 
highest rates of denials (34%)

• Plugging shortfalls in federally funded 
programs

• Read the IFSD data Report at: 
https://www.ifsd.ca



IFSD 2025



ISC: Behaving 
their way into 
non-compliance

Canada chose not to implement 
multiple recommendations and 
solutions to improve compliance since 
2018

Canada did not implement back to 
basics properly (i.e.: ensuring 
professional letters).

Canada did not disclose the backlogs 
until January 2023

Canada did not engage the Jordan’s 
Principle Operations Committee (JPOC), 
National Advisory Committee (NAC) or 
Expert Advisory Committee (EAC) to 
address its non-compliance



Canada: Rolling back 
Jordan’s Principle 

• Over 135K cases in “backlog”

• Cutting categories of service 

• Not paying bills in a timely manner

• Unclear funding for Coordinators

• Spewing colonial stereotypes instead 
of fixing internal management (i.e., 
mechanizing intake forms)



Key findings: 2025 CHRT 6

Backlogs inconsistent 
with previous CHRT 
orders and must be 

immediately addressed

Approved cases must be 
approved in a timely 

manner to avoid 
hardship

Urgent case definition 
can be reviewed but 
Canada’s requested 

change in timelines was 
denied

Coordination of federal 
services 

Referrals permissible but 
no service gaps, long 

delays or other 
unforeseen hardships for 

children

Independent complaints 
mechanism required



Jordan’s Principle
Caring Society Proposals

• Fund gaps in education and health that 
Jordan’s Principle is filling;

• Presumptive approvals for requests under 
$500 -$1000 with a professional letter;

• Improve quality control 

• Data collection to track outcomes and 
compliance.





20th Anniversary of 
Jordan’s Principle: 
May 10, 2025

• Bear Witness Day

• Spiritual ceremonies to honour 
Jordan and all children hurt or lost

• Teddy bear parades, tea parties

• Screen Spirit Bear and Children 
Make History and Jordan River 
Anderson the Messenger

• Let elected leaders know you 
support Jordan’s Principle



What 
you 

can do

Call on federal government to return to the negotiation table to 
end Canada’s discrimination now and forever with a national 
mandate aligned with AFN Resolutions 2024/60 and 2024/ 61

Call on Federal Government to comply with CHRT orders and 
provide First Nations with the tools for success for Jordan’s 
Principle.

Participate in Bear Witness Day to Honour Jordan River 
Anderson and advocate for Canada to comply

Integrate Jordan’s Principle into health care education and 
practice



fncaringsociety.com
@CaringSociety

CaringSociety

fncaringsociety

spiritbearandfriends

@SpiritBear
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