
TSB ≥ pre-exchange 
transfusion threshold*

Is the infant already 
receiving intensive 

phototherapy?

No

Yes

• Start intensive phototherapy
• Start IV fluids
• Hold enteral feeds
• Repeat TSB in 2 to 3 hours

• Continue intensive phototherapy
• Start IV fluids
• Hold enteral feeds
• Repeat TSB in 2 to 3 hours

Is the TSB still ≥pre-
exchange transfusion 

threshold?*

No

Yes

Admit or transfer to NICU that can provide BET

• STAT labs (CBC, albumin, serum chemistries, type and cross-match)
• Complete hemolysis work-up, if not already performed
• Notify blood bank to prepare blood for BET
• IVIG 0.5 to 1.0 g/kg over 2 hours when indicated and if BET is not imminently readyδ

Is the TSB ≥ 
exchange transfusion threshold 

OR are there signs of acute bilirubin 
Encephalopathy (or both)?†

NoYes

• Discontinue pre-exchange
transfusion protocol

• Continue intensive phototherapy

Perform 
urgent BET

Is the TSB ≥ pre-
exchange escalation 

threshold?

• Continue intensive phototherapy, IV fluids
• TSB every 2 to 3 hours

No

Yes

Consult neonatology

Source: Guidelines for detection and management of hyperbilirubinemia in term and late preterm newborns. © Canadian Paediatric Society, 2025. Also available at www.cps.ca.
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