
Intensive phototherapy 
initiated.

Repeat TSB in 12 to 24 hours

Is the repeat TSB 
level lower than the 

previous sample?

No

Yes

Is the infant receiving 
adequate phototherapy?*

No

Yes

Correct method of 
intensive phototherapy 
and continue treatment
Repeat TSB ≤12 hours

Continue phototherapy 
until TSB ≥30 µmol/L 

below treatment 
threshold for GA ≥38 
weeks or ≥60 µmol/L 
for GA 35 to 37 weeks 

Continue intensive phototherapy
Do hemolysis work-up (CBC, retic, smear, DAT, G6PD/PK screen)

Sepsis work up if clinically indicated
Repeat TSB in 4 to 6 hours

IT
Is the TSB level reaching 

pre-exchange transfusion 
threshold?†

Yes

No

This is an emergency. Proceed 
to pre-exchange transfusion protocol

Source: Guidelines for detection and management of hyperbilirubinemia in term and late preterm newborns. © Canadian Paediatric Society, 2025. Also available at www.cps.ca.
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