
Δ TSB  (µmol/L) Age (hours) Recommended actions

≤30 <24 Delay discharge and consider starting phototherapy

≤30 ≥24 Delay discharge. Repeat TSB within 4 to 12 hours and consider starting phototherapy if TSB increases

31 to 60 Any age Repeat TSB within 12 to 24 hours and reassess need for phototherapy

61 to 90 Any age Repeat TSB within 24 to 48 hours

>90 Any age Routine follow-up with primary health provider

Yes

No

Yes

No

Predischarge TSB or 
TcB screening

≥12 hours of age

Are there bilirubin 
neurotoxicity risk factor(s) 

other than gestational age? 

Check phototherapy thresholds 
for infants with risk factors

Check phototherapy 
thresholds for infants 

without risk factor 

Has the TSB or TcB* level 
reached treatment 

threshold?

Begin phototherapy and follow 
treatment guidance for  

hyperbilirubinemia

Measure ΔTSB =  Age-(in hours)specific phototherapy threshold – Measured TSB or TcB

Source: Guidelines for detection and management of hyperbilirubinemia in term and late preterm newborns. © Canadian Paediatric Society, 2025. Also available at www.cps.ca.

*Confirm with TSB if TcB is within 50 µmol/L of phototherapy threshold 
TcB, transcutaneous bilirubin; TSB, total serum bilirubin

Figure 1. Algorithm for universal hyperbilirubinemia screening at 12 to 120 hours of age.
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