
Bullae Large vesicles 

Carbuncle Furuncle involving mul�ple follicles with mul�ple draining sites 

Celluli�s Infec�on of the dermis up to the superficial fascia, typically red, hot, 
localized  

Cutaneous abscess Collec�on of pus in any skin layer/deep �ssue, typically firm or fluctuant, 
o�en painful. May have central punctum if at skin surface

Ecthyma Deep erosions into the dermis (“deep form of impe�go”), characterized by 
crusted sores beneath which ulcers form 

Erysipelas Superficial form of celluli�s, typically warm, rapidly progressive, and 
well demarcated, o�en with systemic symptoms  

Fascii�s Infec�on of fascial planes. Necro�zing fascii�s when toxin-mediated and 
rapidly progressive. May have superficial blue hue, vesicles/bullae, and/or 
crepitus, with extreme pain, dysesthesia, or paresthesia 

Folliculi�s Inflamma�on of the hair follicle (superficial or deep), typically red/tender, 
associated with pustule(s) at skin surface  

Furuncle Deep form of folliculi�s (“boil”) 

Impe�go Superficial infec�on of the epidermis, typically crusted erosions 
with or without pustules/bullae 

Myosi�s Inflamma�on of muscle 

Paronychia Skin inflamma�on around the nail, typically red and/or painful, with or 
without crus�ng  

Pustule Superficial pus-filled lesions which may or may not be painful 

Pyomyosi�s Inflamma�on resultant from infec�on with or without abscess(es) in 
muscle �ssue 

Tenosynovi�s Inflamma�on or infec�on of the tendon sheath lining 
Ulcer An erosion of the skin that may or may not be associated with 

infec�on. Typically wet-appearing and can be either painful or painless 

Vesicle Small fluid-filled blisters, typically painful 
*Photos of infec�ous and non-infec�ous dermatologic condi�ons can be found at dermnetnz.org

Source: Management of community-associated bacterial skin and soft tissue infections in children and prevention of recurrence. 
© Canadian Paediatric Society, 2026. Also available at www.cps.ca
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