Table 1. Skin and soft tissue infections: Terms and definitions*

Bullae Large vesicles
Carbuncle Furuncle involving multiple follicles with multiple draining sites
Cellulitis Infection of the dermis up to the superficial fascia, typically red, hot,

localized

Cutaneous abscess

Collection of pus in any skin layer/deep tissue, typically firm or fluctuant,
often painful. May have central punctum if at skin surface

Ecthyma Deep erosions into the dermis (“deep form of impetigo”), characterized by
crusted sores beneath which ulcers form

Erysipelas Superficial form of cellulitis, typically warm, rapidly progressive, and
well demarcated, often with systemic symptoms

Fasciitis Infection of fascial planes. Necrotizing fasciitis when toxin-mediated and
rapidly progressive. May have superficial blue hue, vesicles/bullae, and/or
crepitus, with extreme pain, dysesthesia, or paresthesia

Folliculitis Inflammation of the hair follicle (superficial or deep), typically red/tender,
associated with pustule(s) at skin surface

Furuncle Deep form of folliculitis (“boil”)

Impetigo Superficial infection of the epidermis, typically crusted erosions
with or without pustules/bullae

Myositis Inflammation of muscle

Paronychia Skin inflammation around the nail, typically red and/or painful, with or
without crusting

Pustule Superficial pus-filled lesions which may or may not be painful

Pyomyositis Inflammation resultant from infection with or without abscess(es) in

muscle tissue

Tenosynovitis

Inflammation or infection of the tendon sheath lining

Ulcer An erosion of the skin that may or may not be associated with
infection. Typically wet-appearing and can be either painful or painless
Vesicle Small fluid-filled blisters, typically painful

*Photos of infectious and non-infectious dermatologic conditions can be found at dermnetnz.org
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